County Attorney discusses traffic safety in wintry conditions
Driving safely means more than just driving at the posted speed limit, especially in wintry weather.

“When winter weather affects our roads, it is important to keep in mind laws that promote safe driving,” said McCracken County Attorney Daniel Boaz, who prosecutes traffic violations in district court.

Many parts of Kentucky have experienced wintry weather this year. Although children enjoy a few days off from school, the ice- and snow-covered roads present a real danger to those who have to travel on them. During wintry weather, a few additional traffic laws apply, according to Boaz. 

For example, on snowy or icy roads, drivers can be cited for speeding or reckless driving even if they are driving the speed limit or slower. 

“If an officer feels the driver’s speed in the wintry conditions is unsafe, a citation will be issued,” Boaz said.

In wintry weather, drivers should increase the distance between their vehicles and others because of the risk of sliding on slick roads. 

“If an officer feels a driver is not leaving enough distance between vehicles, the driver could be cited,” Boaz said. 

These citations are often prepayable and range from $20 to $100.

When the weather affects the roads, the following suggestions apply for safe driving, said Boaz:

· When driving in snow, reduce the speed by half;

· Reduce the speed to 5 to 10 mph when driving on ice-covered roads;

· When driving on rain or wet road conditions,  reduce speed by 5 to 10 mph; and

· During heavy rain, snow or fog that limits the visual field to 100 feet or less, limit speed to 30 mph.

“In addition, if a driver loses control of the car and slides through a stop sign or a red light, he or she could be cited for the traffic violation,” said Boaz. “And if that violation causes a traffic accident, the driver is liable.”

Driving on snowy and icy roads is dangerous and should be avoided if at all possible. For those who have to drive, the Kentucky State Police offers these suggestions:

· Slow down. In order to maintain control of your car in wintry weather, you must decrease your speed.

· Increase braking distances. Give yourself additional stopping distances. This will help prevent the possibility of sliding through stop signs and traffic lights.

· Increase the distance between your car and the car in front of you. This will give you more time to stop if your car slides on the road.

· Always buckle up. Seat belts and child safety seats are the law in Kentucky. And it’s never more important to wear these safety devices than during wintry weather.

Unfortunately, drivers who follow all the rules and suggestions for driving on snowy roads still may find themselves in a traffic accident, according to Boaz.

“Even the best drivers are in danger of causing an accident or being the victim of one,” said Boaz. “So, if at all possible, simply stay off the roads in wintry weather. That’s the safest and smartest suggestion of all.”
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