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County attorneys brace for layoffs from budget cut


The budget recently passed by the Kentucky General Assembly will bring about staff cuts and may cause delays in local district courts, according to Brucie Moore, president of the Kentucky County Attorneys Association, Inc., which represents county attorneys across the state. 

The budget, which awaits Gov. Steve Beshear’s signature, cuts more than $4 million in funding to county attorneys’ offices across the state over the next two years. 

“The budget is a drastic cut that could result in the loss of at least 58 assistant county attorneys, victims’ advocates and support staff,” Moore said. “Because 98 percent of county attorneys’ budgets are devoted entirely to personnel, budget cuts have a catastrophic impact on local county attorneys’ offices.” 


Several small county attorneys’ offices are staffed only by the elected official, a part-time assistant and a part-time secretary.  


On average, each of Kentucky’s 120 county attorneys handled nearly 5,800 cases in 2007.  Using those averages, a part-time county attorney is expected to work nearly 16 cases per day, if he or she works all 365 days each year. 

Here in McCracken County, the county attorneys’ office employs 5 assistants and 17 secretaries and handles an average of more than 11,000 cases per year.


“County attorneys have been chronically underfunded for years, but recent events have caused this lack of sufficient funding to become more threatening,” Moore said. 

Among those events is the increased use of specialty courts and judges. Over the past few years, most counties in Kentucky have seen the addition of family courts and the increased use of drug and truancy courts.

“County attorneys support the creation and use of these new courts,” Moore said. “However, these new courts and judges increase the burden on county attorneys because no additional staff or prosecutors have been added to handle the new cases or extra days in court.”



Moore said the budget reductions for prosecutors will only hurt the state’s economic outlook because Kentucky’s prosecutors generate more than $100 million per year in revenue from fines and court costs.

“With this budget, we have no choice but to lay off prosecutors.  If we do not have a sufficient number of prosecutors, cases cannot be fully prosecuted in a timely manner,” Moore said.  “Therefore, fines and court costs will be reduced. A reduction in revenue is not something our state needs in its current economic situation.”
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