Kentucky laws aimed at curbing meth production

This article is the second in a three-part series on methamphetamine (meth).


Toxic chemicals, explosions, burns  . . . these are fears that immediately come to mind when thinking about meth production. Although no one wants to live next door to a drug user and abuser, there are many other reasons people should be concerned about meth and the criminals who make it. Meth labs in McCracken County affect the entire community.

Environmental hazards

A meth lab can operate unnoticed in any neighborhood for years, causing serious health and environmental hazards.


A pound of meth produces five to six pounds of hazardous waste. This waste poses immediate and long-term environmental health risks. The chemicals used to make meth are toxic. Unfortunately, in addition to bringing drugs into our community, those who make meth routinely dump their hazardous waste into streams, rivers, fields, sewer systems and backyards, thus contaminating water resources.


Strain on a community’s resources

In addition, the cooking of meth produces poisonous vapors that can permeate walls, carpet and buildings, making the home uninhabitable. The clean-up for these sites requires specialized training and can cost local governments/police about $2,000-$4,000 per site. 

Property owners, including landlords, often are held liable for the cost of cleanup. So if a rental landlord finds that a tenant has been operating a meth lab on his/her property, the landlord could face serious financial strain in paying for the clean-up operation.


The ingredients to make meth not only are toxic, they are flammable. A meth cook (likely high on drugs), toxic chemicals and flammable ingredients are a dangerous combination and can result in an explosion. Meth burns are difficult and expensive to treat. Often those burned cannot pay for their medical treatment, thus placing hospitals and Medicaid programs in a financial bind.  


Meth gives its users a euphoric sense of being invincible, which often causes users to take chances and lead an unhealthy lifestyle. Some users have unprotected sex and use dirty needles for intravenous drug use. These careless acts lead to the transmission of deadly diseases, such as hepatitis, HIV and AIDS. Many meth addicts lose weight and become malnourished. Meth also causes rapid and extreme damage to the addict’s teeth. Often jails must deal with medical and dental bills of inmates in their care. 

Increased crime


The production and sale of meth breeds crime, including burglaries, thefts and even murder. The meth producer often must steal ingredients to make the drug. A law, passed in 2005 to help curb meth production, placed restrictions on the purchase of cold medicines, such as Sudafed, Tylenol Cold, Advil Sinus and others containing ephedrine, pseudoephedrine or phenylpropanolamine, ingredients used to make meth.

When purchasing a product containing any of these ingredients, the customer must present a government-issued photo identification showing date of birth. Transactions involving these ingredients must be registered for tracking purposes. In addition, restrictions have been placed on the amount of products with ephedrine, pseudoephedrine or phenylpropanolamine that can be purchased at one time. 

Those who are addicted to meth also must steal in order to support their habit. Those high on the drug are more likely to harm or kill another person because of the feelings of invincibility the drug gives them. Some of them will turn to a life of crime by manufacturing meth in order to support their habit.

The manufacture of meth is a class B felony for the first offense and a class A felony for subsequent offenses. A class B felony is punishable by 10 to 20 years imprisonment and/or up to a $10,000 fine. A class A felony is punishable by 20 years to life imprisonment and/or up to a $10,000 fine.

Although Kentucky has taken steps through its laws to curb meth production, this drug still is leaving destruction in its wake. . . and its victims include each one of us.
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