October 16, 2006

Contact: Daniel Y. Boaz, (270) 444-4709
County Attorney Boaz cautions against Halloween pranks


Trick or treat, scheduled for October 31, 2006 in McCracken County is designed to give young children a safe activity and “treats” on Halloween night. However, according to McCracken County Attorney Dan Boaz, it is the “trick” part of trick or treat that can make Halloween a dangerous time of year.


Halloween is traditionally the worst single day for vandalism and animal cruelty, according to Boaz who prosecutes these misdemeanors in district court. These crimes are committed most often by teenagers and young adults.


“Vandalism and animal cruelty are not pranks,” Boaz said. “They are crimes that are punishable by law.”

Boaz said vandalism accounts for thousands of dollars in clean-up expenses by property owners and municipalities. Vandalism also can be dangerous when stolen road signs lead to deadly accidents. Acts of vandalism are considered criminal mischief, which is punishable by up to five years in prison and a $250 to $10,000 fine, depending on the severity of the damage.

Animal cruelty is not only morally wrong, it is punishable by 90 days to 12 months in jail and up to a $500 fine, according to Boaz. 

Boaz said property owners can take proactive steps to avoid becoming victims of these crimes this Halloween:

· Turn on the lights. Property that has the appearance of activity is not usually a target of vandals. Both private and public properties should turn on extra lights on Halloween night.  “Most acts of vandalism and animal cruelty take place after 9 p.m., so keep the lights on until at least midnight,” Boaz said.

· Take your pets indoors for Halloween night.

· Keep your garage doors closed and locked.

· Do not leave your property unattended on Halloween night.

· Talk to your teenage children, explaining that vandalism and animal cruelty are not pranks, but crimes with severe penalties.

· Report any suspicious behavior to the police.

“A few proactive steps can save a lot of time, money, and pain on Halloween night,” Boaz said. “However, if these crimes do occur, those arrested will be prosecuted for their crimes.”
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