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McCracken County Attorney Boaz

encourages citizens to take action against illegal drugs


As much as society has heard about the “War on Drugs,” drugs still are a problem in Kentucky. In fact, in 2005, 16 percent of all arrests in Kentucky were for violations of the state’s drug laws, according to the Kentucky State Police 2005 Crime Data Report.


“The statistics are alarming, but the reality is even worse. Drugs feed other types of crime,” said McCracken County Attorney Dan Boaz, who prosecutes drug offenses in district court. “The addiction and the need for more drugs propel people into lives of committing crime after crime in order to get more drugs.”


Because drug violations are so prevalent, Kentucky has special drug courts designed to provide intensive judicial supervision of those with drug problems, according to Boaz.

“The ‘16 percent of arrests’ statistic equates to nearly 47,000 drug violations each year,” said Boaz. “That would mean 47,000 fewer court cases and 47,000 lives that are not enslaved to drugs. This would also save millions of dollars for the citizens who pay taxes to support drug treatment and fund courts, as well as help those who suffer property damage and other crimes at the hands of drug addicts.”


Boaz said that many people feel helpless when it comes to solving the state’s drug problem. However, he suggested that each person can take an active role in ridding the community of drugs.


“My first recommendation is always to start with your own family,” Boaz said. “Talk to your children; make sure they understand what drugs are and how easily one can become addicted.”


He also suggested looking in the community for suspicious activity. 


“For example, if you have a neighbor who receives several visitors for short periods of time each day, I would consider that suspicious activity that should be reported to the police.”


Beyond that, Boaz said it is imperative for people to become involved with the legislative process.


“Don’t be afraid to call or write your legislator in support of bills that are tough on drug users,” Boaz said. “The harder we make it to obtain drugs, the fewer problems we’ll see from drug addicts.”


Boaz said there are several bills introduced in the legislature this year regarding drugs (see sidebar).


“We all play a crucial role in leveling the playing field for law enforcement and prosecutors in dealing with those who use drugs illegally,” said Boaz.

-###-

Sidebar

Substance abuse bills filed in this year’s legislature include: 

Senate Bill 67  

Senate Bill 67 states that, in effect, drivers with traces of controlled substances in their blood are presumed to be under the influence of those drugs and are, therefore, guilty of DUI. Senate Bill 67 does provide an absolute defense to an offender who is driving with a legally prescribed controlled substance in his/her blood, as long as the driver is following the prescribed dosage and the proper driving restrictions. This bill seeks to change current law to include the same punishments for drugged drivers as for those who drive with an illegal amount of alcohol in their systems. It also will reduce the DUI aggravating blood-alcohol content from .18 to .15.
Senate Bill 129 

Senate Bill 129 will make it a violation of state law if a person knowingly possesses a vehicle with a false, hidden or secret compartment intended to conceal illegal items from law enforcement.  The bill will also allow officers to keep unclaimed property or money from drug seizures if no one comes forward.  

Senate Bill 88 

Senate Bill 88 holds pharmacies, as well as physicians, consumers and “internet brokers,” accountable for their involvement in illegal drug trafficking. The bill will require an in-person examination of a patient before controlled substances can be prescribed. This legislation will also connect Kentucky pharmacies electronically, so that individuals who are purchasing pseudophedrine from numerous sources can be immediately identified.

Senate Bill 34 

Senate Bill 34 will require the Department of Corrections to operate an intensive, secured substance abuse recovery program for substance abusers.  It will require pre-trial screening of felony substance abuse offenders and will allow testing and treatment as a condition of pre-trial release.

Senate Bill 66

Senate Bill 66 establishes that a person is guilty of possession of a controlled substance in the first degree if the person has that drug in his/her system.

