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County Attorney Boaz offers vacation driving tips


As many McCracken Countians count down the days to their annual summer vacations, McCracken County Attorney Dan Boaz offered some safe travel tips for those who will be traveling long distances this summer.


“Summer vacation is a time for family, friends and making memories to last a lifetime,” Boaz said. “No one wants find themselves a victim of crime, accident, or car trouble—especially during vacation time.”


Boaz said following driving laws and guidelines could go a long way in ensuring a safe trip:

· Give your car a good checkup before your trip begins. Make sure the tires, engine, transmission, brakes, etc. are in good working order before you embark on your vacation travel. 

· Keep driving speed down. Even though everyone is in a hurry to get to the vacation destination or back home, speed is a prime culprit in vehicle accidents. Allow plenty of time and distance between vehicles in order to have enough time to react to traffic conditions. A speeding ticket is not an expense vacationers need added to their vacation budgets.

· Steer clear of aggressive drivers. Make every effort to move safely out of the aggressive driver’s way. Avoid eye contact and ignore gestures. Report aggressive drivers to the police by providing vehicle descriptions, license number, location and direction of travel.

· Avoid peak travel times. If possible leave early to avoid peak traffic hours. Check construction schedules along the route.

· Wear seat belts and use child safety seats. In Kentucky and many other states, the law mandates seat belt usage. Kentucky law also requires children weighing 40 pounds or less to be buckled in a child safety seat. Other states’ laws may be more stringent than Kentucky’s. Although not law in Kentucky, many safety experts recommend that children use booster seats along with lap/should belts until they reach 80 pounds and 57 inches in height. Car restraints not only protect occupants in an accident, but also provide stable support--by keeping the driver in his or her seat--when making sudden moves to avoid an accident.

· Stay alert. Take a rest break every two to three hours. Forty-one percent of vehicle crashes are single vehicle crashes, often occurring when the driver is tired. 

· Do not take drugs or alcohol.  Drugs and alcohol affect reaction time, depth perception, and decision-making abilities. Avoid all contact with these substances before driving. All states have stringent laws regarding driving under the influence of alcohol. Many states have a zero tolerance for driving with any trace amount of drugs in one’s system.

· Take a mobile phone. One of the best safety devices for the traveler is a mobile phone. Use the phone to report accidents, call for help, or even just to let someone know of schedule changes. Many police departments have special numbers such as 9-1-1 or #-7-7. Remember, though to pull off the road before using a mobile phone. Driving requires full attention. 

“By staying alert, following the law, and taking precautions prior to vacation, many travelers will find their vacation journey pleasant and uneventful,” said Boaz. “I hope all the excitement will be experienced during the vacation itself, not during the travel to get there.”
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