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County Attorney Boaz discusses voting laws

School’s out and electioneering is allowed a little closer to the polls. Those are some of the more recent the changes to Kentucky’s voting laws that will be enforced this May 16, primary election day, according to McCracken County Attorney Daniel Y. Boaz. 

“There have been changes to some of Kentucky’s election laws recently, which are designed to allow free speech, but also to prevent unnecessary influence on voters while they are at the polls,” Boaz said. “Voters should make sure they understand some of the newer laws regarding voting passed by the General Assembly.”

Some of the more recent changes to voting laws include the following:

No School on Election Day

Public schools are now required to close during Primary and General election days. 

Electioneering 

In addition, there are changes involving electioneering laws, which regulate electioneering and activities near polling places. Recently, Kentucky’s electioneering laws that prohibited electioneering within 500 feet of a polling place were struck down by a federal court. The law was considered too restrictive regarding freedom of speech. A new law is now in effect that prohibits electioneering within 300 feet of a polling place. 

However, voters can still keep their candidate bumper stickers on their cars while they vote, thanks to a last-minute law that tweaked the electioneering law banning electioneering within 300 feet of polling places. .

“The General Assembly realized that the new electioneering law was so tough on banning political activity around polling places that it even prohibited bumper stickers on voters’ cars—forcing them to park at least 300 feet away from the polling site,” Boaz said.

 The General Assembly remedied that problem this year by passing House Bill 301, which took effect March 30. The law allows the state Board of Elections to approve exceptions to the electioneering ban. The board approved the bumper sticker exemption during a special meeting this month.

Those who break electioneering laws face a Class A misdemeanor for the first offense, punishable by up to 12 months jail and/or up to a $500 fine. Subsequent offenses are considered Class D felonies, punishable by one to five years imprisonment and/or a fine of up to $10,000.

Voter Identification

New requirements for identification were enacted in 2002. Voters now will need some type of identification with them in order to vote. Under Kentucky law, poll workers must turn away prospective voters who do not have identification, unless the poll workers are personally acquainted with the voter.


Acceptable identification includes any one of the following:

· A drivers’ license;

· An identification card with a photo and signature;

· An original Social Security card; or

· A credit card.

If a voter has forgotten his or her identification, he or she may leave and return with proper identification.

Other laws and regulations

The deadline to register to vote in the May primary was April 17, so those who have not registered can do so, but must wait until November to vote in the General Election.

· Voters have two minutes to vote once they enter the booth.
· Parents are allowed to take their small child or children into the voting booth with them. However, if the child pushes the “VOTE” button before the voter is finished, the voting event is over, whether the voter has cast all his or her votes or none of them.
· Once voters sign the precinct roster book, they must wait in line to vote or vote immediately. If the lines are long, voters cannot sign in and then come back later to vote. If they want to vote later, voters should wait to sign in until then.
· Once people have voted, they must leave the polling precinct in a reasonable time.
· Candidates, their family members, campaign workers and other onlookers cannot loiter at precincts.
· Polls open and 6 a.m. and close precisely at 6 p.m. If a voter is in line to vote before 6 p.m., he or she will be allowed to vote. The polls will not close until the last person in line at 6 p.m. has voted.
· An employer cannot penalize employees for taking a reasonable time off work to vote.

If a voter has recently moved within McCracken County, he or she should vote in the precinct of the new residence. Voters in this situation should call the county clerk’s office to obtain the new voting place. Poll workers should ask for voters’ residential address. If a voter’s new address is outside their former precinct, the poll worker can direct them to the new voting location. In these situations, when there is a discrepancy between the registered address and the actual address, the voters would be required to sign oath affidavits. All affidavits are reviewed at a later date by the commonwealth’s attorney for possible misrepresentations.

Those who have moved to McCracken County from another county and have not had the opportunity to transfer their voter registration in McCracken County and will not be eligible to vote in the Primary. After registering in McCracken County, those new to the county can vote in the upcoming General Election.

“These election laws help keep the election process pure and help ensure that people do not intentionally abuse the precious right to vote.” Boaz said.


For information on voting precincts, call the county clerk’s office at (270) 444-4700.

